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cogidos muestran numerosos ejemplos de los principios del enfoque comunicati-

vo, el aprendizaje por tareas, la integración de las destrezas lingüísticas en el aula 

y el diseño de secuencias didácticas, tareas y actividades de manera significativa; 
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y textos adaptados a nuestros propósitos didácticos, y de cómo integrar en una 

propuesta didáctica los diferentes recursos que han aprendido a lo largo del Más-

ter para las diferentes etapas educativas de la ESO y el Bachillerato.  



 

Introduction 

In the present times, characterised by 

the rise of globalisation, the emergence of 

the information society and the increase in 

immigration, an overwhelming proportion 

of the world’s population wishes to acquire 

a good command of English that enables 

them to fully participate in society. Thus, 

both the legal system and the educative 

community strive to guarantee language 

education programs that fit in the heteroge-

neous world where we live.  

Current approaches to Foreign Lan-

guage Teaching (FLT) have foregrounded 

the principles of active methodologies, 

where the learning of English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) becomes a learner-centred experience that aims at the achieve-

ment of learning autonomy, ultimately boosting their self-confidence and facilitat-

ing their participation in real-world environments. Therefore, the learner’s acqui-

sition of practical communicative skills has been prioritised, placing the role of 

literature in a somewhat debatable position within the EFL classroom.  

Yet, in the last two decades, we have witnessed a revival of interest in its di-

dactic potential, stressing not only the benefits of literary resources for language 

improvement, but also the personal involvement and the cultural enrichment that 

its use entails. The interdependence between nations and cultures we witness 

nowadays demands a broader cultural awareness to deal with cross-cultural dif-

ferences. Thus, many specialists have ventured to encourage its development in 

the second language classroom, viewed as a stimulating environment where the 

learning of a language can be dovetailed with the learning of ethical values.  

However, in spite of the growing interest in literature as a powerful tool for 

the development of communicative and cultural competence in the English lan-

guage, there is still some reticence to introduce this resource in the secondary-

school EFL classroom. The low frequency with which these are used in Arago-

nese EFL classrooms, together with the notable absence of authentic texts and the 

reticence to exploit them for the development of the main skills, cultural and civic 

values and lexis and grammar, indicates that there is still room for improvement.  

FIGURE 1. Surprised blond boy with a
book
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As a result, we have elaborated this booklet, which intends to encourage EFL 

teachers to introduce literary texts in their lessons. Accordingly, it provides inter-

esting information about CLT and the introduction of literature in the classroom. 

It also includes a checklist, providing a series of criteria to be considered when 

selecting literary texts and genres for didactic and educative purposes. What fol-

lows is a set of tips for using literature in the communicative EFL classroom as 

well as a selection of texts we recommend for secondary education and some 

examples of tasks to exploit them.  
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